A GRAMMAR OF THE 




E. 

E is the letter which occurs mod frequently in the Englifh lan- 
guage. 

t E is long, as in fcene ; or fhort, as in cellar, feparate , 

celebrate , men, then . 

It is always fhort before a double confonant, or two 
ccnfonants, relent , medlar , reptile , ferpent , cellar, cejfa- 
tlon , bleffing , fell, felling , 

£ is always mute at the end of a word, except in mo- 
nofyllables that have no other vowel, as ; or proper 
names, as Penelope , Phebe , Derbe ; being ufed to mo- 
dify the foregoing confonant, as Jince , ctfW, 

; or to lengthen the preceding vowel, as 
pin , /#/z, ; rtf/, rtf/tf * 

pope ; /Fr, /Fh? ; ear,* c/7rtf ; 

. ^ moft all words which now terminate in confonants ended an- 

cientiy in e, as year, yeare ; wildnefs, wildnejfe ; which e probably had 
the force of the French e feminine, and conftituted a fyllable with its 
aiibciate confonant ; for, in old editions, words are fomctimes di- 
vided thus, clea-re, fel-le , knowled-ge. This e was perhaps for a time 
vocal or filent in poetry as convenience required ; but it has been 
long wholly mute. Camden calls it the filent e. 

t It does not always lengthen the foregoing vowel, as 
g'ove, live , give. 

It has fometimes in the end of words a found ob- 
fcure, and fcarcely perceptible, as open , Jhapen , footten. 
thiftle , participle , metre , lucre. 

E forms a diphthong with a , as near \ with i , as 
<deign, receive \ and with « or w, as ;/*«;, flew. 

Ea lounds like e long, as mean \ or like ee, as dear , 
clear, near. 

Ei is founded like e long, as feize, perceiving. 

Jiu founds as u long and /oft. 

E, a, u are combined in beauty and its derivatives, but 
have only the found of u. 

E may be laid to form a diphthong by reduplication 

as agree, Jleeping. 


Ou is frequently ufed in the laft fyllable of words which in Lati 
end in or, and are made Englifh, as honour , labour, favour, from b 0 
nor, labor, favor. 

Some late innovators have ejected the u, without confiderinp- that 
the laft fyllable gives the found neither of or nor ar, but a found be- 
tween them, if not compounded of both; beftdes that they are pro- 
bably derived to us from the French nouns in eur, as honeur, favour 

u. 

U is long in ufe, confufion *, or fhort, as us, concuf 
fion. 

It coalefces with a, e , i , 0 but has rather in thefe 
combinations the force of the w confonant, as quaffs 
queft, quit, quite , languifh ; fometimes in ui the i J 0 fes 
its found, as in juice. It is fometimes mute before a e 

h y 9 as guard, gueft , guife, buy. 

U is followed by e in virtue, but the e has no found. 

Ue is fometimes mute at the end of a word, in imitation of the 
French, as prorogue, fynagcgue, plague, vague , harangue. 

Y. 

^ is a vowel, which, as Quintilian obferves of one 
of the Roman letters, we might want without inconve 
mence, but that we have it. It fupplies the place of 
* at the end of words, as thy, before an i, as dying- 
and is commonly retained in derivative words where it 
was part of a diphthong in the primitive ; as deftm de- 
ft rc ) 1 1 i hett ay, betrayed, betrayer 5 pray, prayer ; fa. 
flayer day , days. 5 J ■'* 

T being the Saxon vowel y, which was commonly ufed where / h 
now put, occurs very frequently in all old books. 

General Rules. 

A vowel in the beginning or middle fyllable, before 
two confonants, is commonly fhort, as opportunity , 

In monofyllables a fingle vowel before a fingle confo- 
nant is fliort, as flag , frog. 


Eo is found in yeomen, where it is founded as e fhort ; and in teoble 
where it is pronounced like ee. t 9 

I. 

/has a found, long, as fine-, and fliort, as fin. 

That is eminently obfcrvable in i, which may belikewife remarked 
in other letters, that the fhort found is not the long found contiadled 
but a found wholly different. * 


Ut CONSONANTS. 

B. 

B has one unvaried found, fuch as it obtains in other 
languages. 

It is mute in debt, debtor, fubtle , doubt, lamb , limb, 
dumb , thumb , ch?nb , comb , womb . 








the e final, as thin, thine. 

1 is often founded before r as a fhort u ; as flirt, firfi, 
Jhirt . 

It forms a diphthong only with e, as field, Ihield 
which ts founded as the double ee ; except friend, which 
is founded as frend. 

/is joined with eu in lieu, and ew in view ; which triphthongs are 
founded as the open u. 

o. 

0 is long, as bone, obedient, corroding ; or fhort 

block, knock, oblique, loll. * ’ 

Women is pronounced wimen. 

The fhort * has fometimes the found of a clofe a, as fan, come. 

O coalefces into a diphthong with *, as moan', groan 
approach ; ca has the found of o long. 5 

O is united to e in fome words derived from o e 

but w being not an Englifh ' diphthong, they are better wTitteHs 
they are founded, with only e, economy. d 

Yv ith i, as oil, foil, moil, noifome. 

This coalition of letters feems to unite the founds of the two let- 
t f rs as far as two founds can be united without being deftroyed and 
therefore approaches more nearly than any combination in our tongue 
to the notion of a diphthong. s 

With 0, as boot , hoot , cooler ; oo has the found of the 
Italian u. 

YVith u or w, as our, power, flower-, but in fome 
words has only the found of « long, as in foul, bowl, 
/:•?' cw p Thefe different founds are ufed to diftinguifh 
difterent fignifications ; as bow, an inftrument for fhoot- 
ing ; bow, a depreffion of the head : flow, the ihe of a 
boar •, flow, to fcatter feed : bowl, an orbicular body; 
bowl, a wooden velfel. 7 

0« is fometimes pronounced like o foft, as court-, 
fometimes like o fliort, as cough-, fometimes like a clofe 

as could ; or u open, as rough, tough ; which ufe only 
can teach. ' 


it is uieu before / ana r, as black, brovun. 

c. 


C has before e and i the found of/; as fincerely, cm- 
trick, century, circular cijtern, city, ficcity. before «, «, 

and u, it founds like k, as calm, concavity, copper , in- 
corporate , curiofity, concuptflcence . 

C might be omitted in the language without Iofs, face one of its 
founds might be fupphed by f and the other by k, but that k pre- 

” ym0l0£y0f WWdS ' 

Ch has a found which is anaiyfed into tjh, as church, 
chin, crutch. It is the fame found which the Italians 
g‘ve to the c Ample before i and e, as citta, cerro. 

Lh \s founded like k in words derived from the Greek 
as chymijl, fcheme, choler. Arch is commonly founded 
cgk before a vowel, as archangel-, and with the Enaliih 
lound of ch before a confonant, as archbijhop. 

chine', FrenCh W ° rdS " 0t yet founds like Jh, as p* 

forewe C wr^ n f t i° I” 8 ! 1 ' 1 ' “ rtl i 0 £ ra P h y> “ever ends a word ; there- 

vordJ cSlP l ° Ch ’ Wh ‘ Ch Were original ' y fihke, hlode, in fuch 
woras. c. is now mute. 

It is ufed before l and r, as clock, crofs. 

D 

Is uniform In Its found, as death, diligent. 

It is ufed before r, as draw, drefl ; and <w, as dwell. 

F. 

. F ’ h , avin g a name beginning with a vowel, it 

is numbered by the grammarians among the femi- 
vowels, yet has this quality of a mute, that it is com- 
modioufly founded before a liquid, as flafi, fly , freckle. 

It has an unvanable found, except that of is fometimes 
Ipoken nearly as ov. 

G. 

nth* tW ° ^ oun ^ s ’ one ^ arc ^j as in gay, go, gun ; the 
other foft, as in gem, giant. 6 * 

At 


N G L I S H TONGUE. 


At the end of a word it is always hard, ring, fiug, 
four, frog. 

Before *and i the found is uncertain. 

G before , is foft, as£««, generation, ^ 

void geefe, get, gewgaw , and derivatives fro 
fnding ^ t gf Aing, ftronger, and generally before er 

at the end of words, as finger. . 

Gis mute before n, as gnafh, fign, foreign. 

G before i is bard, as give, except in giant, gigantu ., 
gibbet, gibe, giblets, gilts, giU, gW™er, gm, ginger, 

^Gh if the beginning of a word has the found of the 
hard s asghofily, in the middle, and fometimes at the 
end, It is quite filent, as though, right, fought, Ipoken 

th °\ c has’ often at the end the found of /, as laugh -, 
whence laughter retains the fame found in the middle i 
tough, trough, feugb, tough, enough , Jlough. 

It is not to be doubted, but that in the original pronunciation gh 
hird the force of a confonant, deeply guttural, which is iml conti- 
nued among the Scotch. 

G is ufed before h, l, and r. 

H. 

H is a note of afpiration, and Ihows that the following 
vowel mu ft be pronounced with a ftrong emiftion of the 
breath, at hat, horfe. 

It feldom, perhaps never, begins any but the firlt 

/-it t t _ * ,+ oKxroTJo IrMinrlerl with a full 


prefled by cp, cw, as quadrant, queen, eqmftnan, qm t, 
enquiry, quire, quotidian. is never followed by a. 

Vis fometimes founded, in words derived from 
the French, like if, as conquer, liquor, rifqiu, cheque). 

R. 

r has the fame rough fnarling found as in other 
tongues. 

The Saxons ufed often to put h before it, as before l at the be- 
ufed* Inf words derived from the Greek, as myrrh, myrrhine, 

catarrhousy rheumy rheumaticky rhyme. . . 

Re, at the end of fome words derived from the Latin 
or French, is pronounced like a weak tr, as theatre, 

fepulchre. 

S i 

S has a hiding found, as fibilation , fifter. 

A fingle j feldom ends any word, except the third perfon of verbs, 
as loves y crews; and the plurals of nouns, as tree*, hufbes, dijjrejjes ; 
the pronouns this, his, ours, yours, us; the adverb thus ; and words 
derived from Latin, as rebus, furplus ; the dole being always either 
in fe, as houfe , horfe , or in Js, as grajs, arejs t blijs, lejs , ancient y 
grajfe, drejfe. 

S fingle, at the end of words, has a grofter found, 
like that of z, as trees, eyes, except this, thus, us, rebus, 
furplus. 

It founds like z before ten, if a vowel goes before, 
as intrufion , and like fl, if it follows a cOnlonant, as 
converjion. 


y /-» -1 1.1 










J. 

J confonant founds uniformly like the fo kg, and is 
therefore a letter ufelels, except in etymology, as eja- 
culation, jejlcr, jocund, juice. 

K: 

K has the found of hard c , and is ufed before e and /, 
where, according to Englifh analogy, c would be foft, 
as kept , king, Jktrt, Jkeptick , for fo it fhould be written, 
not fceptick. 

It is ufed before n, as knell, knot, but totally lofes its found. 

K is never "doubled ; but c is ufed before it to fhorten 
the vowel by a double confonant, as cockle , pi.kle . 

L. 

L has in Englifh the fame liquid found as in other 
languages. 

The cuftom is to double the / at the end of monofyllables, as kill, 
•unit, full Thefe words were originally written ktlle, wdle, fulle ; 
and when the e firil grew filent, and was afterwards omitted, the 
li was retained, to give force, according to the analogy of our lan- 
guage, to the foregoing vowel. 

L is fometimes mute, as in caf half, halves , calves, 
could, would, flsould , pfalm, talk, falmon , falcon. 

The Saxon, who delighted in guttural founds, fometimes afpira>ed 
the / at the beginning of words, as hla F , * loaf, or bread; hhp.pb, 
a lord ; but this pronunciation is now dilufed. 

Le at the end of words is pronounced like a weak el, 
in which the e is almoft mute, as table, flout tie. 

M. 

Af has always the fame found, as murmur, monu- 
mental. 


N. 

N has always the fame found, as nolle, manners. 

N is fometimes mute after m, as damn, condemn . 
hymn. 


vjci iiiaiib comounci with B 


‘ X X I J • 

P is fometimes mute, as in pfalm, and between ; 
t, as tempt. 

' is , ufed f or ^ in worc ^ s derived from the Gre 
pmloflopher, philanthropy , Philip. 






-v/uiiu wuu.li our oaxon anceltors w< 


It is the peculiar quality of f, that it may be founded before all 
confonants, except x and z, in which f is compriled, .v being only 
ks, and z a hard or grofs f. This / is therefore termed by gram- 
marians fure poteflatis litera ; the realon of which the learned Dr. 
Clarke erroneoufty fuppofed to be, that in fome words it might be 
doubled at pleafure. Thus we find in fever al languages : 

fcatter, fdegno , fdrucciolo , ffavellare , c-ftfl, fgo.nl rare, 
f granule, jhc.ke, flumber , fmell, Jirife , jpace, fpisndcur , fprtpg, fqueeze, 
/brew, flep , jirength, Jlramen , Jventura, j-well. 

S is mute in ifle, ifland, demefne , vifeount . 

T. 

T has its cuftomary found, as take, temptation. 

Ti before a vowel has the found of fi, as fahation, 
except an f goes before, as queftion , excepting like- 
wife derivatives from y, as mighty , mightier. 

Ph has two founds ; the one foft, as thus , whether - 9 
the other hard, as thing, think. The found is foft in 
thefe words, then, thence , and there , with their deriva- 
tives and compounds, that, thefe, thou , thee , thy , thine , 
their , they , this, thefe , them, though, thus , and in all 
words between two vowels, as father, whether \ and be- 
ween r and a vowel, as burthen. 

In other words it is hard, as thick , thunder, faith, 
faithful. Where it is foftened at the end of a word, an e 
filent muft be added, as breath , breathe ; cloth, clothe. 

V. 

V has a found of near affinity to that of f vain, 
vanity . 

From / in the Iflandick alphabet, v is only diftinguifhed by a dia- 
critical point. 

w. 

Of w, which in diphthongs is often an undoubted 
vowel, fome grammarians have doubted whether it 
ever be a confonant ; and not rather as it is called a 
double u or ou, as water may be refolved into ouater ; 
but letters of the fame found are always reckoned confo- 
nants in other alphabets : and it may be oblerved, that 
w follows a vowel without any hiatus or difficulty of 
utterance, as frofly winter. 

IVh has a found accounted peculiar to the Englifh, 
which the Saxons better exprefted by hy, hw, as what, 
whence, whiting ; in whore only, and fometimes in 
whole fome, wh is founded like a fimple h. 

X. 

X begins no Engliih word ; it has the found of ks, 
as axle, extraneous . . . 

Y. 

T, when it follows a confonant, is a vowel j when it 
precedes either vowel or diphthong, is a confonant. 


ye. 








